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What is Broadband?

Access to the internet via high-speed transfer of data from point to point. To be 
considered “broadband” the service MUST:  

Download speeds of at least: 

25 mbps
Upload speeds of at least:

3 mbps



How is broadband currently deployed in 
the community

1
§ Only 1 major player providing true 

“broadband” service

§ Infrastructure largely built utilizing coaxial 
cabling 

§ Residents and businesses frustrated with 
lack of options and competition



What is Municipal Fiber Broadband 
Network?

Internet as a utility
• Similar in operations to Huron Public Power and 

Huron Water
• Fiber-optic citywide network 
• Cost competitive option for all existing residents and 

businesses
• Affordable and technologically advanced access to 

extremely high-speed internet – 10X faster than 
“broadband” minimums



Fiber Optic Network

400% 
Faster Download Speeds
*Assumes highest available package

19,990% 
Faster Upload Speeds

*Assumes highest available package

• Improved reliability and less latency
• Maintains speed at long distances
• Data travels both ways at same speed
• Lines are more durable than coax



Advantages of Municipal Broadband

• Economic Development
• Community Development
• Revenue Diversification for City
• Improve Safety Services Operations
• Regional Collaboration
• WiFi Access at various Points of Interest
• Reduce costs for residents/businesses
• Futureproof community
• Reduce impacts of net neutrality



Challenges to Consider

• Costly endeavor
• Construction Logistics
• Legal battles
• Large time commitment
• Political implications
• Does not solve TV issue, however 

makes streaming much easier



Fairlawn Gig

Top 10
Fastest Internet Service 

Provider in US

99.99%
Network

is always on!

70% 
70% of community Subscribed 

in first 2 years



Next Steps

RFP for Feasibility Study
• Anticipated cost: $80-100k
• Timeline:
• Committee discussion (1-2 

months)
• Council Discussion (1-2 months)
• Public Outreach 
• RFP (1-2 months)
• Study: 2-4 months



Next Steps

Consideration of Establishing 
Utilities Subcommittee
• Review and oversee water, 

electric, and potentially 
broadband services




























































































