
ORDINANCE NO. 2015-8 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A CODIFIED ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HURON 
ENACTING CHAPTER 1129- SIGN REGULATIONS WITHIN THE PLANNING AND 
ZONING CODE. 

 WHEREAS, the Huron City Council (“Council”) established its intent to conduct an 
analysis of the Planning and Zoning Code within the Huron Codified Ordinances in Resolution 
2013-6; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Huron Planning Commission has worked diligently to make 
revisions and modifications to the existing Planning and Zoning Code in an effort to comply with 
the City’s Master Plan; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the creation of Sign Regulations have been identified as a priority which 
will have the greatest positive impact to commercial development within the corporate limits of 
the City of Huron; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Council has duly advertised and held a public hearing on this matter; 
   
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
HURON, OHIO: 
 

That Chapter 1129 Sign Regulations within the Planning and Zoning Code of the City of 
Huron, Ohio, is hereby enacted effective January 1, 2016 to read as follows in Exhibit A. 

 Section 1.  That Chapter 1129 Sign Regulations within the Planning and Zoning Code 
shall become active and effective January 1, 2016: 
  
 Section 2. That this Council hereby finds and determines that Chapter 1129 Sign 
Regulations will provide reasonable, yet appropriate conditions for identifying businesses and 
commercial enterprises while controlling the size, location and design so that signs will be 
aesthetically harmonious with their surroundings;  
 

Section 3. That this Council hereby finds and determines that Chapter 1129 Sign 
Regulations will allow for easy identification of the type of activity to which the sign pertains 
and the community as a whole; 

  
Section 4. That this Council hereby finds and determines that Chapter 1129 Sign 

Regulations will promote and maintain attractive, high value residential districts; 
 
Section 5.  That this Council hereby finds and determines that all formal actions relative 

to the adoption of this Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of the Council and that all 
deliberations of this Council and of its committees, if any, which resulted in formal action, were 
taken in meetings open to the public in full compliance with applicable legal requirements, 
including O.R.C. § 121.22 



 
 Section 6.  In accordance with Section 2.08 of the Charter of the City of Huron, Ohio, 
and the powers enumerated to this Council therein, Council hereby declares that this Ordinance 
shall take effect January 1, 2016. 
 
 
 
              
        Brad Hartung, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST:        
             Clerk of Council 
 
ADOPTED:        
  
 



CHAPTER 1129 
Sign Regulations 

 
 
1129.01 Purpose. 
1129.02 Application of sign regulations. 
1129.03 Computations. 
1129.04 Maximum sign areas permitted. 
1129.05 Sign regulations. 
1129.06 Design and construction standards. 
1129.07 Sign illumination standards. 
1129.08 Maintenance. 
1129.09 Alteration and removal of nonconforming signs. 
1129.10 State Route 2 Corridor Sign Regulations. 
1129.11 Administrative procedures.  
 

CROSS REFERENCES 
Conformance with Performance Standards – see P. & Z. Chap. 1121.06 
Nonconformity – see P. & Z. Chap 1121.07 
Residence Districts – see P. & Z. Chap. 1123 

 Non-residence Districts – see P. & Z. Chap. 1125 
 Mixed Use Districts – see P. & Z. Chap. 1127 
 Off-street Parking and Loading Regulations – see P. & Z. Chap. 1133 
 Fees – see Building Code 1321 

 
  
 
 1129.01 PURPOSE 
 This Chapter is established to promote the general health, safety and welfare of residents 
and visitors of the City of Huron by establishing sign regulations, as necessary to ensure that 
signs are in harmony with the character of the associated use and surrounding area and installed 
and maintained in a safe manner.  A sign may be erected, placed, established, painted, created or 
maintained in the City of Huron only in conformance with the standards, procedures, exemptions 
and other requirements of this chapter. 
 
 (a) As more specifically set forth herein, the purposes of these sign regulations are to: 

(1) Provide reasonable, yet appropriate, conditions for identifying businesses 
and commercial enterprises; 

(2) Allow for easy identification of the type of activity to which the sign 
pertains (residential, business, and industrial districts) and of the 
community as a whole; 

(3) Control the size, location and design so that signs will be aesthetically 
harmonious with their surroundings; 

(4) Eliminate any conflict which would be hazardous between business or 
identification signs and traffic control signs and devices; 

(5) Promote and maintain attractive, high value residential districts; 



(6) Provide review procedures which enable the City to comprehensively 
evaluate the appropriateness of the sign to the site, building and 
surroundings; 

(7) Assure that signs are located and designed to maintain a safe and orderly 
pedestrian and vehicular environment; and, 

(8) Prohibit all signs not expressly permitted by this Zoning Code. 
 
 (b) For the purpose of this Chapter, a “sign” and associated definitions as reference 
by this code include the following: 

(1) “Address Sign” means signs showing a resident’s name and / or street 
number. 

(2) “Advertising Sign” means a sign which directs attention to a business, 
commodity, service, or entertainment conducted, sold, or offered either on 
location, or offered elsewhere than on the lot the sign is located. 

(3) “Air Markers” means signs or groups of signs painted on a large roof or 
the side of a tall structure to give aeronautical or geographic information 
to the pilot of a passing aircraft. 

(4) “Awning Sign” means signs painted upon a cloth, plastic or metal surface 
supported by a metal frame fastened to the front of a building. 

(5) “Billboard Sign” means any structure, including the wall of any building, 
on which lettered, figured, or pictorial matter is displayed for advertising 
either: (1) a business, service, entertainment, activity or event which is not 
conducted on the land upon which the structure is located; (2) a product 
which is not primarily sold, manufactured, processed or fabricated on the 
land upon which the structure is located; (3) a geographical location or 
place which is not located on the land upon which the structure is located; 
or (4) a person.  However, any structure which meets the definition of a 
directional sign shall not be considered to be a billboard. 

(6) “Building Identification Signs” show the name and date of erection of the 
building upon which they are displayed. They are typically cut into 
masonry surfaces or constructed of bronze or other durable materials. 

(7) “Canopy Sign” means signs mounted or placed upon a cloth, plastic or 
metal surface supported by a metal frame fastened to a building at one end 
and supported on the other. 

(8) "Changeable copy" means a non-electronic sign on which the message or 
graphics are not permanently affixed to the structure, framing or 
background, but which may be manually replaced (ex. bulletin and 
announcement boards). 

(9) “Contractor Sign” means a temporary sign located at an active 
construction site to inform the public of the name of the project, name of 
the contractor, name of the engineer and similar data. 

(10) “Directional or Instructional Signs” means signs directing traffic 
(vehicular, marine, pedestrian, bicycle, etc.) to a given site, premises or 
facility. 

(11) "Electronic message board" means a sign or changing display, copy or 
message board, composed of a series of lights that may be changed 



automatically and/or remotely through electronic means. Display screens, 
such as those installed at gas / fuel station pumps for advertisement, with 
audio components are also included in this category. 

(12) “Feather Signs” means a freestanding type of attention getting device 
made of fabric or nylon affixed to a light weight pole used for attracting 
attention, promotion, or advertising. May also be called a flag or teardrop 
sign. See Figure 1129.01 below: 

 
Figure 1129.01- Feather Sign 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
(13) “Flashing Signs” means signs, other than time-temperature signs, in which 

intermittent flashing of lights is used to accentuate the sign’s message. 
(14) “Geographical Area Signs” designate the location of a group of related 

sites or activities such as Chaska Beach, Huron Plaza or Huron Corporate 
Park. 

(15) "Ground sign" means a permanent outdoor sign supported by one or more 
uprights or braces in or upon the ground and includes ground supported 
pole signs. 

(16) “Identification Sign” means a sign intended to announce or promote the 
use, activity, service or business on the premises, such as a park, 
neighborhood, or specific district. 

(17) “Illuminated Sign” means signs in which all or a portion of the message is 
outlined by fluorescent tubes, low-wattage lamps or other sources or by 
floodlighting the surface of the sign. Illuminated signs also include 
installations where the entire sign or portions of it are backlit by an 
internal light source. 

(18) “Marque Sign” means signs mounted upon an integral structural 
component with a covered framework of permanent nature projecting 
from the face of a building above an entrance and open on three sides. 

(19) “Monument Sign” means a ground sign generally having a low profile 
with little or no open space between the ground and the sign and having a 
structure constructed of masonry, wood, or materials similar in 
appearance. The base of these signs are typically landscaped. 

(20) “Political Signs” means temporary signs advocating the candidacy of a 
certain individual or group or the passage or defeat of a political issue. 



(21) “Portable Signs” means any signs designed to be transported, including 
but not limited to signs with wheels removed; with chassis or support 
constructed without wheels; designed to be transported by trailer or 
wheels; converted to A or T-frame signs; attached temporarily or 
permanently to the ground, structure or other signs; mounted on a vehicle 
or watercraft for advertising purposes, parking and visible from the public 
right-of-way, except signs identifying the related business when the 
vehicle is being used in the normal day-to-day operations of that business; 
searchlight stands; and air or gas-filled balloons or umbrellas used for 
advertising. 

(22) “Professional Occupation Signs” mean signs listing the profession or 
occupation of a building resident. 

(23) "Projecting sign" means a permanent outdoor sign which is affixed or 
pinned to a building wall. 

(24) “Real Estate Signs” means temporary signs indicating the availability for 
sale or lease of the premises upon which located. 

(25) "Roof sign" means a sign which is displayed above the eaves and below 
the roof line. This also includes signs painted or displayed directly upon 
the roof of a building. 

(26) “Safety Signs” means any signs approved by the City, State or Federal 
Government, or any board, commission or subdivision thereof, for the 
warning, guidance or protection of the public, and particularly includes all 
traffic signs and devices. 

(27) "Signable area" of the building means an area of the facade of the building 
up to the roof line which is free of windows and doors or major 
architectural detail. 

(28) “Street Clock Signs” means advertising messages displayed upon the 
surface of a clock mounted upon the face of a building or upon the 
adjacent sidewalk and designed primarily to attract the attention of 
pedestrian traffic. 

(29) “Suspended Signs” means banners or framed signs supported by 
suspension between two fixed objects. 

(30) “Temporary Signs” means signs fabricated of paper, cardboard, plywood, 
fabric or other light, impermanent material intended to be displayed 
unchanged. Such signs are limited to special event purposes and for a 
period not to exceed thirty days in advance or eight days after the 
campaign or activity for which they were erected. 

(31) “Time-temperature Signs” are designed to project current information on 
time and temperatures through the display of illuminated figures and do 
not include advertising messages. 

(32) "Wall sign" means an outdoor sign affixed or attached to the wall of a 
building or other structure and projecting not more than twelve (12) inches 
from the face of the wall and installed generally parallel to the wall’s face. 

(33) “Warning Signs” means private signs warning of the dangers of trespass 
upon the premises where placed. 



(34) "Window sign" means any arrangement of letters, figures, symbols or 
other devices used for advertisement, announcement, direction or 
declaration, intended to attract or inform the public, which is affixed to, 
painted on, or placed inside of a window so as to be read or viewed from 
the outside.  The glass or clear plastic portion of an exterior door shall be 
considered a window for purposes of this definition. 

(35) “Window sign, permanent” shall be any window sign intended to be 
displayed for thirty (30) days or more. 

(36) “Window sign, temporary” shall be any window sign intended to be 
displayed for less than thirty (30) days. 

 
 1129.02 APPLICATION OF SIGN REGULATIONS. 
 The regulations and standards contained in this chapter shall apply to signs outside of the 
public right of way.  A sign may only be erected, established, painted, created or maintained in 
conformance with the standards, procedures, exemptions and other requirements of this chapter. 
 
 (a) No signs shall be permitted in the public right of way, except for the following: 

(1) Public / Safety signs erected by or on behalf of a governmental body, 
when approved by the City, to post legal notices, identify public property, 
convey public information, and direct or regulate pedestrian or vehicular 
traffic; 

(2) Informational signs of a public utility regarding its poles, lines, pipes, or 
facilities; and, 

(3) Awning, marquee and projecting signs projecting over a public right of 
way in conformity with the conditions of Section 1129.04 and the height 
clearance conditions in Section 1129.05(c). 

 
 (b) Any sign installed or placed on public property, except in conformance with the 
requirements of this section, shall be forfeited to the public and subject to confiscation.  In 
addition to other remedies hereunder, the City shall have the right to recover from the owner or 
person placing such a sign the full costs of removal and disposal of such sign and any damages 
caused to public property. 
 
 (c) The City shall have, and is hereby granted, the authority to revoke any permit 
granted hereunder, and is granted the authority to order any sign maintained in violation of any 
provision of this section to be altered, repaired, changed, reconstructed, demolished, or removed 
as may be necessary to conform hereto. Such work or act shall be completed with ten (10) days 
of such order. 
 

1129.03 COMPUTATIONS. 
The following principles shall control the computation of sign area and sign height. 
 
(a) Determining Building Frontage and Building Unit. The building frontage shall be 

the length of the building which faces the principal street. In the event that due to the unique 
nature of the site, building, or parcel, the principal entrance to the uses therein is located on any 



side of a building that is not adjacent to the principal street, one (1) additional sign is permitted 
to clearly delineate the location of the entrance. 

(1) In the case of an irregular wall surface, a straight line extended along such 
wall surface shall be used to measure the length. 

(2) Only one (1) exterior wall of any business shall be considered its frontage. 
If the building is located on a corner lot, only one side of the building shall 
be used to calculate frontage. In this instance, it shall be the Planning 
Commission’s discretion as to which side of the building is considered to 
front a principal street. 

(3) For multi-tenant buildings, the portion of a building which is owned or 
leased by a single tenant shall be considered a building unit. 

(4) The length of a building unit is that portion of the building so occupied by 
a single activity and calculated in the same manner as the building 
frontage. 

 
 (b) Determining Sign Area or Dimension. Signs may be displayed as freestanding 
ground signs, wall signs and roof signs, window signs and projecting signs within the limitations 
and restrictions as further described by this Chapter, provided the items of information allowance 
authorized by this Section is not exceeded. 

(1) For a sign which is framed, outlined, painted and otherwise prepared and 
intended to provide a background for a sign display, the area shall include 
the entire portion within the outside dimensions of the background or 
frame. 

(2) Signs should be commonly designed as part of the building or 
architectural style and not just be unrelated areas with lettering. 

(3) For a sign comprised of individual letters, figures, or elements on a wall or 
similar surface, or an irregularly shaped freestanding or projecting sign, 
the area of the sign shall encompass a regular geometric shape or a 
combination of regular geometric shapes which form, or approximate, the 
perimeter of all the elements in the display.  When separate elements are 
organized to form a single sign but the elements are separated by open 
space, the area shall be calculated by determining the geometric form or 
combination of forms which comprise all the display area including the 
space between the elements. See Figure 1129.031 below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 1129.031- Individual Signage Elements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(4) The sign area shall include the frame, but shall not include the pole or 

other necessary structural support unless such pole or structural support is 
illuminated or otherwise so designated to constitute a display surface or 
device. 

(5) A freestanding sign shall have no more than two (2) display surfaces 
provided that the two (2) display surfaces are arranged back-to-back, and 
not more than eighteen (18) inches from each other.  No more than two 
display faces shall be permitted. Only one (1) display surface is used in 
computing total signage area. 

(6) In the event there is a dispute in determining the sign area or any sign 
dimension, the Planning Commission shall have the final responsibility for 
making such determination. 

 
 (c) Determining Sign Height.  The height of a freestanding sign in a business district 
shall be measured from the grade at the nearest right-of-way line to the top of the highest 
element of the sign. All freestanding signs on a man-made base, including a graded earth mound, 
shall be measured from the average site grade prior to the addition of the sign.  The height of a 
temporary freestanding sign in a residential district shall be measured from the grade at the base 
of the signpost to the top of the highest element. See Schedule 1129.05(d) 
 
 (d) Determining Window Area.  The window area of a building shall be the total 
glass area of windows on the first floor of the wall of the building facing the primary frontage, 
provided that for the purposes of these regulations, the height of windows on the first floor shall 
be that portion of the window within fifteen (15) feet of the grade. A window panel shall be the 
area of glass separated from another window panel by an opaque panel four (4) or more inches 
wide. 
 
  

Numbers indicate items of 
information. 
Outlines denote typical manner in 
which areas are calculated. 

1. 

1. 

1. 2. 



1129.04 MAXIMUM SIGN AREAS PERMITTED. 
Signs as permitted in the respective zoning districts shall conform to the maximum area 

and number of signs requirements in Appendix A – Maximum Signage Area, unless regulations 
are otherwise specified in this Zoning Code. Signage areas designated below reflect one (1) side 
of a sign as allowed by this Zoning Code. Numbers in Appendix A indicate the allowable are of 
the sign type. If a cell is blank, that sign type is not permitted in the designated zoning district  

 
1129.05 SIGN REGULATIONS. 
Permitted signs must adhere to the regulations outlined below: 
 
(a) Wall and Roof Signs.  All such signs are subject to the following limitations: 

(1) Wall signs placed in the vertical space between windows may not exceed 
in height more than two-thirds (2/3) of the distance between the top of a 
window and the sill of any above windows, or major architectural details 
related thereto. 

(2) All or a portion of the signable area may be contained in a roof sign.  For 
commercial activities, no roof sign shall exceed the building height by 
eight (8) feet.  

(3) Wall signs shall not extend above the roof line. 
(4) A sign may not cover or interrupt major architectural features. 
(5) Rear entrances.  There may be an additional sign not more than fifteen 

(15) square feet attached to the building at a public entrance not fronting 
on a street that opens from a parking lot or having access from a parking 
lot used by the public. 

 
 (b) Window Sign. The following regulations apply to signs affixed to or are displayed 
in a window: 
  (1) Ground Floor Occupants. 

A. Permanent window signs shall have a maximum area not greater 
than twenty percent (20%) of the total window area of the space 
occupied by the occupant, but not cover more than 50% of any one 
window unit. If a permanent window sign is installed along a 
public right-of-way, the signage must allow transparency in the 
window and not block views in and out of the establishment. If the 
proposed signage is applied to a “spandrel” window or a window 
that serves no visibility or natural light purpose to the 
establishment, the sign may be opaque. 

B. Temporary window signs shall have a maximum area not greater 
than ten (10%) of the total window area of the space occupied by 
the occupant, but not cover more than 50% of any one window 
unit. Temporary window signs must be attached to the inside of the 
window. 

 i. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated in any way. 
ii. Temporary window signs used to advertise a special event 

(i.e. grand opening, sale, event) shall be removed within ten 
(10) days after the close of the event. 



C. In addition to such other window signage as may be permitted by 
this Chapter, each occupant may display one window (1) sign, , 
which indicates its hours of operation and one (1) window sign, not 
to exceed two (2) square feet in area consisting solely of the words 
"open" or "closed". 

(2) Upper Story Occupants. For a multi-story building, each non-residential 
occupant above the ground floor shall be permitted one (1) permanent sign 
to be placed in a window of the occupant's space. 
A. Not to exceed six (6) square feet or fifty (50%) percent of the area 

of the window in which the sign is placed, whichever is smaller. 
B. The Planning Commission may authorize the display of a window 

sign in or on a second story window upon determination that such 
second story sign is consistent with this code and in harmony with 
the general character of the building and neighborhood. 

(3) Permanent window signs may be illuminated only during the hours of 
operation of the occupant. 

 
 (c) Projecting Signs. 

(1) A projecting sign shall be at least six (6) inches from the wall and extend 
no more than four (4) feet beyond the face of the building wall or other 
structure. 

(2) Projecting signs shall be limited to occupants that have a minimum of 20 
feet of building façade along the front lot line. 

(3) All projecting signs shall be placed so that the base of the sign is at least 
twelve 12 feet above ground level, except when the projecting sign is 
located above a landscaped area or other area that does not permit 
pedestrian traffic beneath the sign, in which case the sign must be placed 
so that the base of the sign is at least six (6) feet above ground level. 

 
 (d) Permanent Freestanding Ground Signs.  Permanent freestanding signs shall be 
permitted for business/service activities that affront a public street and are accessible by 
vehicular or pedestrian traffic. These signs shall comply with the following regulations: 

(1) Maximum Number, Area and Height, Minimum Setback of Permanent 
Freestanding signs.  Permanent freestanding signs shall comply with the 
maximum number, area, and height limitations and minimum setback 
from the street right-of-way set forth in Schedule 1129.05(d). 
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SCHEDULE 1129.05(d) 
PERMANENT GROUND SIGNS 

DISTRICT 
Maximum 
Number 

Permitted 

Maximum 
Area (sq. 

ft.) 

Maximum 
Height 

(ft.) 

Minimum 
Setback 

from ROW 
(ft.) 

Minimum 
Setback 

from Side 
Lot Line 

(ft.) 

R-1 1 per 
subdivision 8 6 5 5 

R-1A 1 per 
subdivision 8 6 5 5 

R-2 1 per 
subdivision 8 6 5 5 

R-3 1 12 8 5 5 
MU-RFD      
MU-COD 1 12 8 5 5 
MU-GD      

B-1 1 per lot 24 8 5 5 
B-2 1 per lot 24 8 5 5 
B-3 1 per lot 40 12 5 10 

Green/Recreation 
1 per entrance 
from public 

street 
40 6 5 10 

I-1 1 per lot 100 8 5 30 
I-2 1 per lot 100 8 5 30 
P-1 1 per lot 30 6 5 30 

Entrance / Exit 
Signs 2 per driveway 6 3 0 0 

 
 
(2) Public Safety Impact. The Planning Commission reserves the ability to 

review each sign application on the basis of the potential impact to public 
safety with regards to safe pedestrian and vehicular traffic flow. 

(3) Minimum Setback from Intersections. On corner lots, freestanding signs 
shall comply with the minimum sign setback from both street rights-of-
way, as set forth in Schedule 1129.05 (d).In addition, these signs are 
subject to the approval by the Chief of Police to ensure proper site lines 
are maintained. 

(4) Landscaping. The base and foundation area of each freestanding ground 
sign shall be landscaped with plant material.  Landscape plans for signs 
shall be prepared in conformance with planting guidelines established by 



the City and shall be included with and reviewed as part of each 
application for signage and are subject to the following: 
A. Freestanding signs shall be erected in a landscaped setting and not 

on sidewalks or drives. Signs may be located in parking lots. 
B. No part of a freestanding sign, the wall or entry feature on which a 

sign is mounted, or the landscaping shall obstruct the view of 
vehicles entering or exiting the property. 

C. For residential subdivisions, the freestanding sign shall have a 
maximum of two sign faces per entrance and be either a double-
faced freestanding sign or two (2) single-sided sign faces attached 
to walls or entry features located one on each side of the street 
entrance. 

(5) Multi-Occupant Facilities.  When a freestanding sign is permitted on a site 
that has more than one occupant, it is the property owner's responsibility 
to determine if the sign area shall be devoted to identification of the 
building(s), the anchor occupant, all occupants, or some combination 
thereof. 

(6) Message Boards.  All signs with electronic message boards / changeable 
copy are subject to the following limitations: 
A. Signs with electronic message boards / changeable copy are 

permitted as ground signs only. 
B. The electronic message board portion of a sign shall not exceed 

thirty (30%) percent of the sign area 
C. Under no circumstance shall any type of on-premises sign 

allowable under this section contain a message or display that 
appears to flash, undulate, pulse, move, scroll, portray explosions, 
fireworks, flashes, blinking or flashing light, appear to move 
toward or away from view, expand or contract, rotate, twist or 
display any other comparable movements as to distract drivers or 
pedestrians. 

D. Electronic message boards can only be activated or displayed from 
7:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. 

E. Brightness. 
i. All digital displays shall be illuminated at a level no greater 

than 0.3 foot candles over ambient light levels for location 
and time when measured at the recommended distance 
based on the digital display size, and shall employ light cut-
off devices, such as but not limited to louvers, in order to 
minimize light escaping above a horizontal plane. 

ii. All digital displays must be equipped with both a dimmer 
control and photo sensor, which will automatically adjust 
the display intensity according to natural ambient light 
conditions. 

iii. The use of Light Emitting Diodes (LED) bulbs or other 
technology that emits light in a highly concentrated 
intensity in electronic message boards is prohibited. 



iv. Digital displays may not display light of an intensity or 
brilliance to cause glare or otherwise impair vision of the 
operator of a motor vehicle. 

v. Color of lighting shall be designated in the permit 
application and be subject to approval by the Planning 
Commission. 

vi. No electronic message boards shall be placed within 125 
feet of a residential district. 

F. Volume. Signs or signage devices that project sound are 
prohibited. 

(7) Temporary Signs. The following regulations for temporary signs are in 
addition to the maximum sign area and height regulations set forth in 
Appendix A – Maximum Signage Area 
A. Temporary / Political / Real Estate / Contractor:  Temporary signs 

announcing any proposed building, a building under construction, 
remodeling or reconstruction, advertising the sale, rental or lease 
of any building, buildings, or a part thereof, or political / special 
event signs shall comply with the following: 
i. Such signs shall be located on the lot to be occupied or 

occupied by the building or use advertised. 
ii. Such signs cannot be placed within the City Right-of-Way 

or less than 10 feet from the adjacent edge of any public 
street, whichever is greater. 

iii. Any temporary sign in this subset may only be replaced by 
a sign conforming to the requirements of this Chapter. 

iv. Garage or Home Sale Sign.  One temporary sign promoting 
a garage sale shall be permitted on the site of the sale. Such 
sign shall be posted on private property for a period not to 
exceed three (3) calendar days or the length of the sale, 
whichever is less, on not more than two separate occasions 
in any given calendar year. Such sign shall not exceed a 
total of six (6) square feet. If the sale is to take place at a 
property that is within a residential subdivision, one (1) 
additional temporary directional sign may be placed at the 
logical entrance point to the subdivision. Such sign shall 
not be affixed to any utility poles or other infrastructure 
within the Right-of-Way and is limited to three (3) square 
feet. Any garage or home sale signs shall not be located 
within the Right-of-way or affixed to any infrastructure 
within the Right-of-way, including utility poles and street 
signs. Placement of a garage or home sale sign will be 
authorized through the issuance of a garage or home sale 
permit. Signs must include the property address of the sale 
and must be collected once sale is completed 

B. Temporary Business Sign - An occupant located within a 
Neighborhood Business (B-1), Downtown Business (B-2), General 



Business (B-3), Light Industrial (I-1) or General Industrial (I-2) 
may display one (1) temporary business sign subject to the 
following restrictions: 
i. The sign shall be attached to a building structure, or placed 

in the ground, or freestanding by weight of at least thirty-
five (35) pounds, and is limited to two (2) sides, with no 
side exceeding eight (8) square feet in size. 

ii. The total signage area allowed per this chapter shall not be 
exceeded by more than five (5%) percent with the addition 
of temporary signage. 

iii. The signs may be utilized for advertising during business 
hours for no more than fifteen (15) consecutive days and no 
more than seventy-five (75) total days within a calendar 
year, excepting licensed food service businesses, which 
shall be permitted to display such signs any time during 
business hours. 

iv. No temporary signs shall be displayed when any wind 
speed, either constant or gusting, exceeds twenty (20) miles 
per hour. 

v. If free standing in nature, such signs cannot be placed 
within the City Right-of-Way or less than 10 feet from the 
adjacent edge of any public street, whichever is greater. 

  
(e) Supplementary Sign Regulations. The following sign regulations are in addition 

to the maximum sign area and height regulations set forth in Sections 1129.04: 
(1) Freestanding Signs for Gasoline Stations.  Freestanding commercial 

identification signs are permitted for gasoline stations in compliance with 
the following regulations: 
A. One (1) freestanding identification sign with a maximum area of 

thirty-six (36) square feet per sign face is permitted per zoning lot.  
The area of the freestanding sign shall be in addition to the 
maximum area permitted by Appendix A – Maximum Signage 
Area 

B. The maximum height of a freestanding sign shall be sixteen (16) 
feet. 

C. No portion of any freestanding sign shall project into the public 
right-of-way. 

 
1129.06 DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS. 
In addition to assuring compliance with the numerical standards of these regulations, the 

Planning Commission and Design Review Board, when approving signs, shall consider the 
proposed general design, arrangement, texture, material, colors, lighting placement and the 
appropriateness of the proposed sign in relationship to other signs and the other structures both 
on the premises and in the surrounding areas, and only approve signs which are consistent with 
the intent, purposes, standards and criteria of the sign regulations.  Specific standards for 



determining the appropriateness of the sign shall include, but not be limited to the following 
conditions: 

 
(a) The lettering shall be large enough to be easily read from the public street but not 

out of scale with the building, site or streetscape. 
(b) The number of items (letters, symbols, shapes) shall be consistent with the 

amount of information which can be comprehended by the viewer, reflect simplicity, avoid 
visual clutter and improve legibility. 

(c) The shape of the sign shall not create visual clutter. 
(d) Signs shall have an appropriate contrast and be designed with a limited number 

of, and with the harmonious use of, colors.  Signs and awnings, if seen in series, shall have a 
continuity of design with the style of sign generally consistent throughout the building or block.  
Continuity of design means uniformity of background colors or harmonious use of a limited 
range of complementary background colors. 

(e) The size, style and location of the sign shall be appropriate to the activity of the 
site as prescribed elsewhere in these regulations. 

(f) The sign shall complement the building and adjacent buildings by being designed 
and placed to enhance the architecture.  The sign shall reflect the primary purpose of identifying 
the name and type of establishment. 

(g) The sign should be consolidated into a minimum number of elements. 
(h) Instructional signs shall contain the minimum information and the minimum area 

necessary to convey the message and instruct the viewer in the safe and efficient use of the 
facility. 

(i) A sign should be constructed with a minimum of different types of material so as 
to provide a consistent overall appearance. 

(j) No part of a sign shall project above the parapet line, except as may be permitted 
under the Roof Sign terms of Section 1129.01. 

(k) All signs in business and industrial districts may be illuminated provided that light 
sources to illuminate such signs shall be shielded from all adjacent residential buildings and 
streets, and shall not be of such brightness so as to cause glare hazardous to pedestrians or 
motorists, or as to cause reasonable objection from adjacent residential districts. 

(l) No flashing or moving parts shall be permitted for any sign or advertising display 
within the City. 

(m) No paper or similarly pliable material posters shall be applied directly to the wall, 
building or pole or other support.  Letters or pictures in the form of advertising that are printed or 
painted directly on the wall of a building are prohibited, except for window signs pursuant to this 
chapter and conditionally permitted murals. 

(n) No sign shall be erected, located or maintained in a location where it interferes 
with free vision of traffic approaching any intersection of streets, roads, alleys, private drives or 
other vehicular ways; not where it may interfere with, obstruct the view, or be confused with an 
authorized traffic sign or safety device. No sign or advertising device shall be permitted which, 
by color, location or design, resembles or conflicts with traffic control signs or devices. 

(o) No signs shall be placed, erected or maintained so as to obstruct, in any manner, 
any fire escape or window, door, exit or entrance to or from any building, or otherwise be placed 
in the City's right-of-way. 



(p) No sign shall be placed, erected or maintained in a manner which will interfere 
with the proper and convenient protection of property by the Division of Fire. 

(q) Where a public thoroughfare approaches and crosses a railroad at the same grade, 
no sign shall be erected or placed in a manner which would obstruct the view of 400 feet of the 
railroad on each side of the crossing, by anyone on the thoroughfare within 200 feet of the 
crossing. 

(r) Pennants, banners, streamers, whirligig devices, balloons, inflatable devices, and 
other similar devices are prohibited except for banners and pennants when part of public 
information signs installed by the City. 

(s) Billboards and other off-premise signs are prohibited. 
(t) Signs of any type may not be affixed or attached to any utility infrastructure or 

public infrastructure within the public right-of-way. 
(u) All signs shall be designed, constructed, and erected in a professional and 

workmanlike manner, in conformance with all applicable building codes, and with materials 
which are durable for the intended life of the sign. Signs shall be designed, constructed, fastened 
or anchored to withstand various weather elements. 

(v) For any sign which projects above a public right of way, the sign owner shall 
obtain and maintain in force liability insurance for such sign in such form and in such amount as 
the Law Director may reasonably determine.  Proof of such insurance shall be required prior to 
obtaining a permit. 

(w) Freestanding signs shall be designed and located so as not to obstruct a driver's 
visibility entering or exiting a lot or to be a safety hazard to pedestrians or vehicles, and shall 
comply with the requirements set forth by the Chief of Police for maintaining clear sight at an 
intersection. 

(x) No sign shall be erected, located or maintained in such manner as to obstruct free 
use of any door, window, fire escape or other safety exit. 

(y) “Feather Signs” are prohibited. 
(z) The City Council has full review and approval authority for any sign erected in 

the median of Rt. #6 between the walk-over bridge and Williams St. 
 
1129.07 SIGN ILLUMINATION STANDARDS. 
(a) Illumination. 

1. Permitted are the following types of illumination for all activities in all 
areas, except residential districts, subject to the limitations indicated in this 
Section. 

 A. Colored light. 
B. Flashing signs which consist of a light which is intermittently on 

and off are prohibited. 
C. Illuminated surface colors, internal illumination, such as a light 

source concealed or contained within the sign, and which becomes 
visible in darkness through a translucent surface. 

D. Indirect illumination, such as a light source not seen directly. 
 Floodlight illumination, provided that the floodlight or spotlight is 

positioned so that none of the light shines onto an adjoining 
property or in the eyes of pedestrians or motorists. 



E. Neon tube illumination such as a light source applied by a neon 
tube which is bent to form letters, symbols or other shapes. 

F. Illumination controls.  Flashing, moving, rotating intermittently 
lighted signs or other mechanically rotated or eye-catching devices 
shall be prohibited.  Display signs illuminated by electricity, or 
equipped in any way with electric devices or appliances, shall 
conform with respect to wiring and appliances to provisions of the 
Chapter relating to electrical installations.  Signs shall not be 
illuminated by fluorescent lamps using more than four hundred 
twenty-five (45) milliamperes or by transformers of more than 
thirty (30) milliamperes capacity.  Fluorescent  lamps of eight 
hundred (800) milliamperes may be used provided the spacing 
between such lamps is no less than nine (9) inches from center to 
center of lamp and such lamps are not closer than five (5) inches 
from center of lamp to inside face or faces of sign.  Neon tubing 
may be powered by milliampere transformers only when such 
tubing is used to back light silhouetted letters or for the internal 
illumination of plastic faced signs or letters.  Such tubing shall not 
be visible to the eye and shall not be closer than one (1) inch to the 
plastic face or letter of any sign. 

2. Signs shall be permitted to be illuminated in compliance with the 
following: 
A. Light sources shall be shielded from all adjacent buildings and 

streets. 
B. Lights shall not be of such brightness so as to cause glare that is 

hazardous to pedestrians or motorists. 
C. Light shall be directed in a way to reduce glare and light 

distribution or trespass onto adjacent properties. Light intrusion 
and dispersion efforts shall be in effect to mitigate adverse effects 
of light trespass and glare onto residential properties. 

D. The illumination of signs shall not obstruct traffic control or any 
other public informational signs.  Signs visible from sight lines 
along streets shall not contain symbols or words, or red and green 
lights that resemble highway traffic signs or devices. 

3. In single and two-family residential districts, temporary signs shall not be 
illuminated.  Permanent, freestanding signs shall only be externally 
illuminated using white light only and must be positioned so that none of 
the light shines onto an adjoining property or in the eyes of pedestrians or 
motorists. 

 
 1129.08 MAINTENANCE 
 All signs shall be maintained in accordance with the following: 
 
 (a) The property owner, owner of the sign, tenant, and agent are required to maintain 
the sign and building in a condition fit for the intended use and in good repair, and such person 
or persons have a continuing obligation to comply with all building code requirements. 



 
 (b) A sign in good repair shall be free of peeling or faded paint, shall not be damaged, 
show uneven soiling or rust streaks; shall not have chipped, cracked, broken, bent letters, panels 
or framing; shall not otherwise show deterioration; and shall comply with all other applicable 
maintenance standards of the City. 
 
 (c) If the sign is deemed by the zoning inspector to be in disrepair or in an unsafe 
condition, such sign shall be considered an unsafe structure and all City regulations applicable 
for the repair or removal of such sign shall apply. If the City finds that any sign is unsafe, 
insecure, a menace to the public, or constructed, erected, or maintained in violation of the 
provisions of this Code, notice shall be given in writing by the City to the owner.  The owner of 
the sign shall, within seven (7) days of such notification, correct such unsafe condition or remove 
the sign.  If the correction has not been made within the allotted time, the sign may be removed 
or altered by the City to comply with these regulations at the expense of the owner or occupant 
of the property upon which the sign is located.  The City may cause any sign, which, in the City's 
opinion, creates a danger to persons or property to be removed immediately and without notice. 
 
 (d) Whenever any sign that is currently nonconforming to this code, and is required to 
be removed or altered for the purpose of repair, re-lettering, re-facing, or repainting, the sign will 
be subject to the City’s sign permitting and review process in order to bring the sign into 
compliance. 
 
 (d) Whenever any sign that is currently conforming to these standards is required to 
be removed for the purpose of repair, re-lettering, re-facing, or repainting, the same may be done 
without a permit, or any payment of fees, provided there is no alteration or enlargement to the 
structure or the mounting of the sign itself. 
 
 (f) Abandoned Signs & Failure to Maintain. 

1. In the event that a tenant vacates a premises the owner of such premises, 
shall, within ten (10) days after such premises has been vacated, remove 
all signs owned or erected by such tenant, unless a new tenant or the 
owner of such premises maintains such signs in good repair and in a safe 
condition at all times. 

2. When the use or required maintenance of any sign is discontinued, the 
owner of such sign shall immediately remove the same. 

3. Any non-conforming sign which is unused for a continuous period of three 
(3) months or which advertises business activities, products, or services 
which have been discontinued or abandoned for a period in excess of three 
(3) months shall be removed or altered to comply with the provisions of 
this Chapter. 

 
1129.09 ALTERATION AND REMOVAL OF NONCONFORMING SIGNS.  
 
(a) Consistent with the purposes of this Zoning Code, every graphic or other sign in 

violation of any provision of this chapter shall only be removed, altered or replaced so as to 
conform to the provisions of this Code.  Any sign which was in compliance with these 



regulations immediately prior to the effective date of this Code, but, on the effective date of this 
Code or any amendments thereto, is not in compliance with the regulations herein shall be 
deemed nonconforming. 

 
(b) Nonconforming signs shall be removed and any subsequent modification or 

replacement (excluding routine maintenance pursuant to Section 1129.08) shall conform to all 
requirements of these regulations: 

1. When more than fifty percent (50%) of the value of the sign has been 
destroyed or been removed; 

2. A change in the ownership of the real estate or a change in the 
management of the property or business will require conformity with the 
standards expressed in this chapter. 

 
 (c) A nonconforming sign shall be replaced, altered, modified or reconstructed in 
accordance with these regulations upon a change to the existing use of the pertaining building, or 
the pertaining building comes under new ownership or new management. Any proposed 
replacement, alteration, modification or reconstruction of a nonconforming sign shall be denied 
by the Planning Commission or their designees if the proposed changes are not in conformance 
with this code. 
 
 (d) The Planning Commission may permit certain nonconforming signs to continue 
when, because of unique design features or construction qualities, the Commission determines 
the sign to be architecturally or historically significant. 
 
 1129.10 STATE ROUTE 2 CORRIDOR SIGN REGULATIONS 
 This section has been established to recognize that many corporations and businesses 
choose to locate within the Route 2 Corridor due to the availability of highway visibility, and 
therefore additional free-standing signs are permitted on the side of the building or parcel 
adjacent to Ohio State Route 2. Any signage that is in addition to that which is allowed within 
this chapter is subject to the following regulations: 
 
 (a) Only properties within the State Route 2 Corridor are able to place additional 
signage in accordance with the section. 
  
 (b) The State Route 2 Corridor encompasses the parcels included within the 
boundaries as shown on Appendix B: State Route 2 Corridor. 
 
 (c) Developments, uses, or principal buildings that are detached or stand alone in 
nature, and are the only principal use on a specific parcel are permitted to have their own 
respective sign. The sign must be placed on the same parcel as the principal building or use. 
 
 (d) Development or principal buildings that incorporate multiple uses or tenants 
within may only use one sign that includes space for each use or tenant within the development. 
 
 (e) Signs shall be a minimum of twenty (20) feet from the right of way along Route 
2. 



 
 (f) Signs used within this district shall be designed in accordance with schedule 
1129.10(f): 
 
 
  Schedule 1129.10(f) 

Number of Uses Per 
Sign 

Minimum 
Setback 

Maximum 
Height 

Maximum 
Display 

Area 
Single Use 40 ft. 20 ft. 80 ft. 
2-4 Uses 40 ft. 25 ft. 120 ft. 
5-7 Uses 50 ft. 30 ft. 180 ft. 
8+ Uses 50 ft. 35 ft. 200 ft. 
Temporary Real Estate 
Signs 10 ft. 15 ft. 40 ft. 

    *Sign height measured from the natural ground 
elevation 

  
 (g) Signs shall be placed at a minimum distance equal to the height of the sign from 
any adjacent lot line of a residentially zoned parcel. 
 
 (h) Signs shall be placed and oriented so that its message area is clearly and 
continuously visible from at least one direction of travel along State Route 2 for at least five 
seconds for a motorist traveling at the maximum allowable speed. 
 
 (i) Under no circumstance shall any type of on-premises sign allowable under this 
section contain a message or display that appears to flash, undulate, pulse, move, scroll, portray 
explosions, fireworks, flashes, blinking or flashing light, appear to move toward or away from 
view, expand or contract, rotate, twist or display any other comparable movements that may 
distract drivers. 
 
 (j) The base of any sign shall be landscaped in accordance with section 
1129.05(d)(iv). 
  
 (k) Signs subject to this section shall be erected and maintained in accordance with 
all Federal and State regulations regarding highway commercial signage. 

  
1129.11 ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES. 
Subject to the exceptions noted herein, no sign shall be erected, placed or maintained 

within the City limits without first obtaining a sign permit from the Zoning Inspector, upon 
review by the Zoning Inspector and approval from the Design Review Subcommittee, and paying 
the required fee. Signs containing electrical components also shall be subject to the provisions of 
the City Electrical Code and the permit fees required thereunder. 

 



(a) Compliance with this Section.   No person shall erect, locate, move, alter, or 
replace any sign or cause a sign to be located or maintained, unless all provisions of this Chapter 
have been met and all proper permits have been obtained. 

 
(b) Application for Sign Permit. Any application for a sign permit shall be submitted 

to the City and include the following information or exhibits: 
(1) A site drawing and measurements, depicting a rendition of the proposed 

sign, the specific location of intended posting in relation to all existing 
buildings and site amenities, the immediately surrounding area, and other 
required information which demonstrates compliance with all provisions 
concerning such signs, such landscape provisions, design specifications, 
and construction specifications. 

(2) Name, address, and contact information of the applicant. 
(3) Any required electrical permit. 

 
 (c) Permit Issuance. The Zoning Inspector shall review the permit application and 
related documents, and shall examine the proposed site of erection. If he finds that the 
requirements of this section have been met, and that the proposed sign is appropriate to its 
proposed setting, he shall forward the application to the Design Review Subcommittee for final 
approval. Upon review and issuance of a sign permit, and the work authorized under the permit 
is not completed within six months of its issuance, the permit shall become null and void. 
 
 (d) A permit shall not be required for the following signs when such signs are in full 
compliance with these sign regulations: 
  (1) A safety/security sign in a residential district 
  (2) A building identification sign in any district 

(3) House identification, real estate, contractor sign, or political signs not 
exceeding nine square feet in area and located on the appropriate privately 
owned property or project area 

(4) Any changes to the message display area of a previously approved bulletin 
or changeable copy type sign 

(5) Holiday themed decorations 
 

(e) A Permit shall be required for the following signs: 
 (1) Multiple-family and conditional uses in residential districts. 
  A. Residential or institutional identification signs; 

B. Instructional and directional signs that are within five (5) feet of 
the public right of way; 

C. All permanent signs that exceed two (2) square feet in area. 
  (2) Business, Industrial, Parking and Park districts. 

A. Freestanding signs, ground signs, and monument signs (when 
permitted); 

B. Projecting, canopy signs, awning signs, and marque signs; 
C. Wall signs, professional occupation signs, roof signs, and 

suspended signs; 



D. Changeable copy, time and temperature signs, and electronic 
message board signs; 

E. Illuminated or flashing signs; 
F. Instructional and directional that are within five (5) feet of the 

public right of way’ 
G. Permanent window signs including any elements that are painted 

on the window. 
 

 (e) Existing signs. Signs not conforming to this section but which were legal when 
erected may be continued in use under a special nonconforming permit. This authorization shall 
not extend beyond the time that the sign requires removal, replacement, relocation or major 
repair or renovation costing at least half the amount required for a new sign of similar size and 
construction. Nonconforming permits are subject to payment of initial and renewal fees as 
specified in subsection (c)(5) hereof. 
 
 (f) Inspection, correction and removal. If the Zoning Inspector finds that any sign is 
unsafe or insecure or not maintained in accordance with the requirements of this section, he shall 
issue written notice to the permit holder directing its correction or removal. If the notice is not 
complied with within three days of receipt, the Zoning Inspector shall initiate legal process to 
remove the sign or to enforce compliance. If the sign presents an immediate peril to persons or 
property, the requirement of notice is waived and the sign may be summarily removed. 
 
 (g) Fees. Fees for all signs, including temporary and portable, shall be that prescribed 
by the City Council in Section 1321.12 of the Codified Ordinances. 
 
  



Appendix A – Maximum Signage Area 
 
 

R-1 R-1A R-2 R-3 MU-RFD MU-COD MU-GD B-1 B-2 B-3 I-1 I-2

1 Address Sign 1 2 2 2 2 6 2 6 2 2 2 2 2

2 Advertising Sign (c.) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

3 Air Marker Y Y

4 Awning Sign b. 12 12 12 12 12 12

5 Billboard 

6 Building Identification Sign 1 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5

7 Canopy Sign b. 12 12 12 12 12 12 12

8 Changeable Copy Sign 1 15 15 5 5 5 10 10 10

9 Contractor Sign 1 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 20 20 25 30 30

10 Directional Sign 4 4 4 4 4 4 5 5

11 Feather Sign

12 Electronic Message Board (c.) Y Y Y Y Y Y

13 Flashing Sign

14 Geographical Area Sign C C C C C C C C C C C C

15 Ground Sign

16 Identification Sign 1 8 8 8 8 5 5 8 5 5 5 5 5

17 Illuminated Sign (c.) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

18 Marque Sign 1 15 20 20 20 20

19 Monument Sign

20 Political Sign 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9

21 Portable Sign 1 10 10 10 10 10 10

22 Professional Occupation Sign 3 4 4 4 4 4

23 Projecting Sign 1 20 10 20 15 15 15 15 15

24 Real Estate Sign 6 6 6 6 4 6 6 6 6 6 12 12

25 Roof Sign 1 C C C C C

26 Safety Sign 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

27 Street Clock Sign 1 6 6 6 4 4 4

28 Suspended Sign 1 6 6 6 6 6 6

29 Temporary sign (c.) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

30 Time-Temperature Sign 1 15 15 15

31 Wall Sign
Based on 
eligible 

frontage
30 30 30 30 30 50 120 120

32 Warning Sign 2 3 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 6 6

33 Window Sign, Permanent 4

34 Window Sign, Temporary 4

"#"
"Y"
"C"
a. 
b. 
c.
d. 
e. 

Max Number 
Permitted

Maximum Area Per Zoning District (d.)

e.

Sign Type

APPENDIX A - MAXIMUM SIGNAGE AREA

See regulations in Schedule XXXX.05 (d)

e.

a.

a.
Appendix A Key:

Area in square feed of allowed signage
Indicates that sign type is allowed within the designated district
Indicates a sign type is subject to Conditional approval by the Planning Commission
See regulations XXXX.05 (b)
Allowed cumulative sign area indicated - number of allowable awnings/canopies may differ 
Indicates sign type is permitted. Size and number of signs determined by specific signs and regulations.
If more than one sign of a particular type is allowed, the area designated represents the cumulative allowed signage area.



 
 
Appendix B – State Route 2 Corridor 
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